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Treatment to Prevent Pulmonary Embolisms 
Creates Its Own Risks 

A pulmonary embolism—a blood clot in the lungs—is a deadly 

serious turn of events. For decades, IVC filters have been used to 

prevent pulmonary embolisms in people who are at risk for blood 

clots. However, in recent years the Federal Drug Administration 

(FDA) has begun to warn about dangerous complications that can 

occur from IVC filters. These complications may occur if the device 

moves or breaks; the results can be piercing of the inferior vena cava, 

heart or lungs; blood vessel damage; internal organ damage; and 

even death. While these dangers may exist with different brands of 

IVC filters, Bard IVC filters have a higher risk of complications than 

other comparable devices. 

 

 

Can Volkswagen Be Trusted? 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently issued a recall 

of hundreds of thousands of Volkswagen vehicles with diesel fuel 

engines. Company executives have admitted that software was 

installed in these vehicles to cheat during emission testing. The 

affected vehicles may release more than 40 times the allowable 

amount of nitrogen oxide, a gas that has been linked to respiratory 

problems. Class action lawsuits alleging that Volkswagen committed 

fraud, violated consumer rights, and engaged in false advertising 

have already begun. Volkswagen has not yet announced how it will 

fix the problems in the affected vehicles or rebuild trust with 

American consumers. 

 

 

People With Alzheimer’s Disease Deserve to Live 
with Dignity, Not Become Victims of Nursing Home 
Abuse or Neglect 

People with Alzheimer’s disease have the right to live without abuse 

or neglect—just like everyone else in a nursing home. Unfortunately, 

some nursing home staff take advantage of the residents’ confusion 
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and difficulty communicating. The staff may be neglectful or abusive 

because they think that they won’t be caught. 

This month is National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. As 

we raise awareness about this common disease—which impacts 

more than five million Americans—remember that many of these 

vulnerable people live in nursing homes.  If you have a friend or 

relative who is suffering with this terrible disease, be sure you know 

the common signs of nursing home abuse, so that you can watch for 

it and speak up if you see it. 

 

 

  

Complaints Are Up Almost 1400% Over Birth 
Control Product Essure 

In November 2002, the FDA approved Essure for use as a 

permanent birth control device. Over the past 13 years, the FDA has 

received over 5,000 complaints about Essure. The complaints 

mention complications ranging in severity from frequent pain to 

death. In 2012, the FDA received 152 complaints about the device; 

in 2014, the number of complaints had risen to 2,259—an increase 

of 1,386 percent. Additional complaints have been received in 2015, 

and currently women and their loved ones are taking legal action to 

remove Essure from the U.S. market. 

 

Thank You! 

At Gray and White Law, our clients are like family, and we are very thankful for each and every 

one of you. We have greatly appreciated the opportunity to get to know you and your families 

and to use our skills to benefit you after an accident or injury. Have a very happy, safe, and 

bountiful Thanksgiving; we look forward to sharing more tips and information with you in our 

next newsletter. 
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