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Investigating the Risks of Risperdal and Invega 

Risperdal and Invega are prescribed to treat conditions such as 

schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, the effects of autism spectrum 

disorders, sleep problems, anxiety, depression, and attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in children…and some adults. 

However, some of these prescriptions are considered “off-label” uses 

and have not been approved by the Federal Drug Administration 

(FDA). Johnson & Johnson, the maker of Risperdal and Invega, has 

settled claims of illegal marketing of the drugs with the consumer 

protection agencies in Kentucky and other states. However, 

individuals who have been hurt and their parents are still pursuing 

litigation for the side effects suffered. These side effects include 

breast development in boys (gynecomastia), pituitary tumors, 

diabetes, involuntary movement disorders, heart problems, stroke, 

and death. 

 

 

Another Diabetes Drug Comes Under Fire for 
Dangerous Side Effects 

Invokana is not the only type 2 diabetes medication that is currently 

linked to dangerous side effects. Ever since the FDA approved the 

drug Onglyza in 2009, medical experts have been concerned about 

its safety. Onglyza has been linked to inflammation of the pancreas 

(pancreatitis), pancreatic cancer, heart failure, and severe and 

disabling joint pain. While the FDA has not yet issued a recall, it has 

changed the warning label to let doctors and patients know about the 

health risks associated with Onglyza. 

 

 

What the Tracy Morgan Truck Crash Tells Us About 
Trucker Fatigue 

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recently 

completed its preliminary report into the June 2014 multi-vehicle 

crash that injured comedian Tracy Morgan and three others and 

killed James McNair. A key disclosure was that the truck driver who 
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caused the crash had not slept for more than 28 hours prior to the 

accident. 

As a result of this finding, the NTSB has issued nine new safety 

recommendations, including the development of fatigue management 

programs to help prevent future crash injuries and deaths. Tired 

truckers may have trouble concentrating on the road, may take a 

longer time making decisions, and may have an increased reaction 

time—all of which make a truck accident more likely. 

 

 

  

Five Things to Say to Your Teenage Driver Today 

This year, National Teen Driver Safety Week will be observed from 

October 18–24, 2015. As a parent, you can take this opportunity to 

talk to your teen driver about the most important safety precautions. 

Teen drivers should be reminded never to use a cell phone while 

driving; never to speed; never to drive while intoxicated; to avoid 

having distracting passengers in the car; and always to wear a seat 

belt. 

You may not think that your teens are listening to you, but they 

are…and what you say matters. 

 

Thank You! 

During the month of October—and throughout the year—we hope that you will talk to your 

loved ones about the risks associated with Risperdal, Onglyza, and other prescription 

medications. Additionally, we encourage you to talk to your children about the risks facing teen 

drivers and tired drivers. 

We will continue bringing important safety topics to your attention so that you can best protect 

your family. Please enjoy a safe month of October and look for our November newsletter for 

more information. 
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