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HIT BY TRACTOR-TRAILER

Polk Jury Awards Woman $65 Million in 2007
Crash

Decision for Kendra Lymon, injured in a 2007 crash, is considered to be among largest
verdicts by a Polk county jury.

By Jason Geary
THE LEDGER

Published: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 at 10:46 p.m.
Last Modified: Wednesday, March 18, 2009 at 10:46 p.m.

BARTOW | A jury awarded a 21-year-old Wauchula woman $65 million Wednesday for her

injuries in a 2007 crash.

The verdict is considered to be one of the largest by
LARGE VERDICTS
Some other recent large jury verdicts in a Polk County jury.
Polk County:

$25.8 million: In August 2007, a wrongful  ‘Wednesday's verdict stemmed from a traffic crash
death lawsu.it involving a Mulberry woman

who received an erroneous prescription in Zolfo Springs that left Kendra Lymon in a coma
from a Walgreens pharmacy in 2002 ended

with a $25.8 million verdict for her family. and hospitalized for months.

$45 million: In July 2007, a Lakeland
family received a verdict totaling nearly

Lymon had been driving her Dodge Neon on Aug.

$45 million when a truck driver was at fault .
in the car crash death of Morgan Bryant 21, 2007, when a tractor-trailer owned by an

and serious injury of her mother, Carla.
' Auburndale-based company, Bynum Transport,

$50 million: In October 2007, a Lakeland

family whose young son suffered severe struck her car at State Road 35 and State Road 64,
brain damage when he was hit by a . . .
drunken driver was awarded $50 million. according to the lawsuit naming Bynum and the

$60 million: Last year, a jury awarded $60 driver.

million in a wrongful death lawsuit against

Nelson Serrano, convicted of killing four

people in a 1997 massacre in Bartow. A telephone call Wednesday evening to Bynum

Transport was not returned.

Related Links: The truck's driver, Robert Bohn, a battalion chief

* Documents Supporting $65 Million

Verdlct for Polk County Fire Services, was working part-

time for the trucking company.
Bohn said in a deposition that he went into the intersection because he had the green light.

But at trial, Lymon's lawyers argued their client had the green light and produced an

eyewitness to testify as such.

Despite regaining consciousness and undergoing therapy, Lymon continues to require 24-

hour care and supervision, according to her lawyers from Wilkes & McHugh.

"She has suffered these terrible injuries needlessly," said Tampa lawyer Jim Freeman,
according to a news release from the law firm. "Kendra Lymon is one of the most deserving

clients I've had in 30 years of practice."

Lymon, a graduate of Hardee High School, was attending South Florida Community College

and was majoring in psychology, court records show.
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She could speak six languages and was working as a residential aide for Florida Institute of

Neurologic Rehabilitation, according to the deposition of her mother, Vanessa.

Vanessa Lymon said in her deposition that her daughter's injuries from the crash left her

unable to care for herself.

During a normal day, family members must help Kendra Lymon bathe, dress, eat, go to the
bathroom and do other routine tasks. She has trouble walking and sometimes requires a

wheelchair.

Vanessa Lymon said her daughter isn't able to speak much, and family members read to her,

take her to the store and assist her with physical therapy exercises.

"I limit the TV watching because she would become so hypnotized in it she can't hear or see

anything else around her," Vanessa Lymon said in the transcript.

[ Jason Geary can be reached at jason.geary@theledger.com or 863-802-7536. ]
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* The Fish says...
RE: Link

65 million? That is insane. I can see medical bills for life and some extra money, but
65 million.

" Report this post

workingstill says...

I agree, 64.5 million seems fair but not 65...

" Report this post

Cristo39 says...

Tough call on what is fair. If shes going to need 24 hr care the rest of her life or
something, then while it seems excessive it might not be. Also remember about
1/3rd will go to her lawyer.

" Report this post

Void says...
Its extremely excessive, especially when you consider that your paying for it.
It always urks me when I see this results. Where does all that cash come from?

Can a small company drop 65 million? - No

Can the individual or their family that own the company? - No

So then it comes from us, either via taxes, increased insurance premiums, or
higher prices on products. Imagine how cheap your coffee would be if some lady
didn't get millions for spilling hot coffee on herself at a drive through.

Its tragic and sad and horrible that this happens to someone so young, but there
has to be a better solution than sueing a company into bankrupcy, which will
probably happen.

" Report this post

infonista says...

Paying this kind of judgment is what insurance is for.

b T TR < I N [ PR SR T R . T o 1], ~Lam~:
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limiting the right to sue, or capping judgments somewhere in the low six figures,
which would not pay this woman's medical expenses.

Lesgislators, trial lawyers, judges and juries -- everybody needs to develop a
realistic sense of proportion.

" Report this post

elder skelter says...

I guess it's a matter of perspective . I would want them sued far beyond
bankruptcy , if i was a victim or member of the family . Some victims no longer
even have perspective...

" Report this post

JAB says...

A small family owned business will once again suffer at the hands of greed and
absurd awards given. No consideration was ever given to the business and their
employees, families and all involved on the other side.

" Report this post

Cristo39 says...

Maybe the driver that blew through a stop sign and ruined this persons life
possibly forever, should of thought of that.

" Report this post
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